
The Remote Vocational Training Scheme (RVTS) has expanded its traditional workforce retention and training model 
by recruiting doctors to targeted remote communities with high medical workforce need. The aim is to enhance the 
attractiveness of rural and remote posts to high quality applicants to provide communities with a well-supported and 
sustainable GP workforce.
The initial pilot of the program in 2018-19 has successfully secured the services of six full-time doctors to six rural and
remote communities across Australia.
Targeted recruitment positions utilise existing RVTS training positions and infrastructure. The training is fully funded by the 
Australian Government and is a four-year GP training program delivered by Distance Education and Remote Supervision to 
Fellowship of the ACRRM and/or RACGP.

ABOUT TARGETED RECRUITMENT

Location

Flinders Island is located in 
the Bass Strait, north-east of 
Tasmania.
It is the largest of the 
Furneaux Group of 52 islands 
and is a wilderness treasure.
There are flights to Flinders 
Island from Launceston in 
Tasmania. Flinders Island can 
also be reached by ferry from 
Bridport in Tasmania and Port 
Welshpool in Victoria.

Attractions

From camping to glamping 
and anything in between, 
Flinders Island has it all.
Visitors and locals can be as 
adventurous as they want 
with scuba diving and fishing 
or alternatively take the time 
to walk in the grey granite 
mountain ranges of the 
Strzelecki National Park.
There are 200km of beaches 
around the island to explore.

Housing

Flinders Island has a number 
of different housing options, 
as well as ocean-front land 
available.
The median price for houses 
in Whitemark, where Ochre 
Health is located, is $212,601.
There are units and 
apartments which are 
available for rent and sale.
Source:realestate.com.au, March, 
2019.

Education

Students on Flinders Island 
can attend the government-
run and co-educational 
Flinders Island District High 
School for all years of their 
schooling.
Alternatively, there are 
many high-quality schooling 
options in Tasmania or on the 
mainland, which can easily by 
reached by plane or ferry.
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ABOUT
OCHRE
MEDICAL CENTRE

Located in Whitemark, Ochre Medical Centre on Flinders Island 
is the sole medical practice on the island. 
The practice takes pride in providing excellent medical care to 
the 800 strong population of the island as well as its visitors.
The health centre operates Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday.Doctors within the practice typically see 25 patients each 
day of operation.
The centre also runs a satellite AMS clinic on nearby Cape 
Barren Island, one day each fortnight.
The centre is supported by administration staff, a practice 
manager and registered nurses on site to assist with medical 
procedures. 
The practice provides a mix of private and bulk billing 
appointments for residents.

The centre also helps to provide community nursing and home 
help care and personal care.
The hospital on the island, located 100m from the medical 
centre, is the Flinders Island Multi-Purpose Centre, which 
comprises of nine aged care beds, five acute care beds, an 
outpatient and emergency department.
It provides a range of services, including:
• Physiotherapy
• Podiatry and foot care services
• Help with aged care in the home.

Doctors at the Ochre Medical Centre also provide on-call 
services to the hospital.

Contact: Jessica Yuen
Ochre Health
(02) 8356 3127
ochrehealth.com.au

FAST FACTS

Referring hospitals

• Launceston General 
Hospital 240km

• The Flinders Island 
Multi-Purpose Centre 
has nine aged care 
beds, five acute care 
beds, an outpatient and 
emergency department.

Services

• Doctors at the practice 
have interests in 
preventative health, 
chronic disease 
management, Aboriginal 
health, skin cancer, 
women’s health and 
travel medicine.

Visiting specialists

• A range of allied health 
professionals visit Flinders 
Island on a cyclical basis 
including dieticians 
and health and welfare 
specialists.


