
The Remote Vocational Training Scheme (RVTS) has expanded its traditional workforce retention and training model 
by recruiting doctors to targeted remote communities with high medical workforce need. The aim is to enhance the 
attractiveness of rural and remote posts to high quality applicants to provide communities with a well-supported and 
sustainable GP workforce.
The initial pilot of the program in 2018-19 has successfully secured the services of six full-time doctors to six rural and
remote communities across Australia.
Targeted recruitment positions utilise existing RVTS training positions and infrastructure. The training is fully funded by the 
Australian Government and is a four-year GP training program delivered by Distance Education and Remote Supervision to 
Fellowship of the ACRRM and/or RACGP.

ABOUT TARGETED RECRUITMENT

Location

Roebourne is located 1553km 
north of Perth.
Roebourne is the oldest town 
between Geraldton in Western 
Australia and Darwin in the 
Northern Territory.
The former gold rush town 
prospered during the gold 
boom in the late 19th century 
and its main street is lined 
with heritage buildings and 
history.

Attractions

Roebourne is a great location 
for outdoor enthusiasts.
Easy access to secluded 
beaches, fishing locations and 
four-wheel-drive tracks means 
many of its residents live the 
outdoors life, and they love it.
Balmy nights by the sea or 
in the bush are popular with 
picture perfect scenery and 
magnificent weather.

Housing

A three-bedroom house in 
Roebourne averages about 
$150,000, while a four-
bedroom home averages 
$161,302.
The average rental price is 
$300 per week. 
There is a range of houses, 
apartments, units and land 
available for sale.
Source: realestate.com.au, April, 
2019.

Education

Roebourne District High 
School is a government-run 
co-educational school catering 
for students from Prep through 
to Year 12.
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ABOUT
MAWARNKARRA
HEALTH SERVICE

Mawarnkarra Health Service is an Aboriginal Community 
Controlled Health Service in Roebourne, Western Australia.
The clinic treats more than 3000 people per year with three full 
time doctors on staff.
The clinic offers a wide range of services that include primary 
health care, public health programs, environmental health and 
social and emotional wellbeing counselling.
The clinic provides programs to tackle alcohol and drug abuse 
and nutritional education programs.
Residents of Roebourne and surrounds can also attend the 
clinic for assistance with family violence issues and help with 
refuge accommodation.
The clinic operates a walk-in system where clients are seen in 
order of arrival unless there is an emergency presentation.

Mawarnkarra Health Service aims to adopt a holistic approach 
to the delivery of healthcare in Roebourne.
The clinic’s programs address health issues but also the social, 
spiritual, emotional and cultural wellbeing of the Aboriginal 
community.
Doctors at Mawarnkarra Health Service work closely with the 
Roebourne District Hospital, which has a range of services 
including accident and emergency, clinical psychology, medical 
imaging, day surgery, a pharmacy, obstetrics, lactation support 
services, social work and allied health. 
The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population of 
Roebourne is 75.8 per cent.

Contact: Erin Pawson/Hasan Jehangir
Rural Health West
(08) 6389 4500
mawarnkarrahealthservice.org.au

FAST FACTS

Referring hospitals

• Roebourne District 
Hospital operates a 
24-hour emergency 
department

• Karratha Health Campus 
40km away

Services

General practitioners in the clinic 
are supported by:

• Practice nurse
• Allied health staff
• Aboriginal health workers
• Administration team
• Visiting specialists

Visiting specialists

• Paediatrician
• Obstetrics
• Respiratory specialist 

Paediatric cardiologist
• Endocrinologist
• Opthalmologist
• Liver clinic specialist
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